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WELCOME TO THE CIAC HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Karissa Neihoff 
Executive Director, CIAC 

Tom Neagle 
Chair, Ice Hockey Committee 

George Hall 
Tournament Director 

Paul Newton 
Chair, CIAC Board of Control 

Over ninety years ago, principals from high schools throughout Connecticut joined together to create a 
structure that would promote healthy competition for their school’s team and sportsmanship between and 
among their athletes. Even in the 1920s, there was a concern that student-athletes be allowed to enjoy their 
sports without fear of exploitation by outsiders. That small band of principals could not have foreseen the 
future development of what would become the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC), and the 
importance that would evolve in so many of its sports tournaments. Certainly, ice hockey has become one of 
the premiere sports in Connecticut. 
It is an honor for me to serve as the chairman of the CIAC Ice Hockey Committee. Building on the solid 
foundation set by our predecessors, the committee members have worked long and diligently for the 
betterment of our sports. I am sure the ice hockey teams throughout Connecticut will continue to thrill our 
fans with their speed and skills. This weekend’s competition will be the culmination of months and years of 
hard work from the student-athletes and coaches, and will undoubtedly be a source of pride for parents and 
spectators regardless of the outcomes.  
The CIAC Ice Hockey Committee has long stressed sportsmanship and appropriate behavior from our players, 
coaches, and fans, and we hope everyone will honor that commitment this weekend to allow the wonderful 
play and competition of these teams to be the focus. We congratulate all the teams that have made it this far, 
and wish all of them the best of luck. 
Welcome to the CIAC Ice Hockey Championships as we witness the best there is in high school hockey. 

Thomas Neagle 
Chair, CIAC Ice Hockey Committee 

CIAC BOARD OF CONTROL 

Officers 

Chair: Paul Newton, Enrico Fermi High School, Enfield 

Vice Chair: Margaret Williamson, Northwest Catholic HS, West Hartford 

Secretary: Daniel Sullivan, South Windsor High School 

Treasurer: Anthony “Butch” Azzara, Sacred heart HS, Waterbury 

Class Representatives 

L:   Matt Ryan, East Hartford High School 

L:   Glenn Lungarini, Pomperaug High School, Southbury 

M:   Eric Baim, Torrington High School 

M:   Lee Panagoulias, Branford High School 

S:   Brian Mignault, Ellis Tech. High School, Killingly 

S:   Mark Ambruso, Windham Tech. High School 

At-large:   Stephen Patrina, Simsbury High School 

Eligibility Committee

Chair/L:   Beth Smith, Shelton High School 

M:   Neil Rinaldi, EllingtonHigh School 

S:   Sheila Riffle, Old Saybrook High School 

At-large:   Suzanne Koroshetz, Brien McMahon High School, Norwalk 

At-large:   Drew DiPippo, Canton High School 

At-large:   Joe Monroe, Wolcott High School 

AP At-large:   Linda Iacobellis, Manchester High School 

CIAC Executive Staff

Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director 

Steve Wysowski, Associate Executive Director 

Joseph Tonelli, CIAC Executive Staff 

Robert Lehr, CIAC Executive Staff 

Matt Fischer, Director of Technology Services 

Stephanie Ford, Director of Marketing 

Joel Cookson, Director of Media & Sports Information 
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The Connecticut Association of Schools is proud to 

announce a new partnership with the Connecticut 

Department of Transportation’s Highway Safety Office. 

The goal of the Connecticut Highway Safety Program is to 

prevent roadway fatalities and injuries as a result of 

crashes related to driver behavior.  

 

For the 2015-2016 high school athletic season, the 

Highway Safety Office will bring their ‘Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over’ and ‘One Text or Call Could Wreck it All’ 

messaging to state tournament games. We hope that by 

encouraging all athletes, families, fans and the entire 

community to drive sober and without distraction that we 

can help keep drivers and passengers safe and encourage 

responsible driving behavior. 




