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WELCOME TO THE CIAC BOYS & GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Karissa Niehoff
Executive Director, CIAC

Anthony “Butch” Azzara
Chair, CIAC Boys Basketball Committee

Chair, CIAC Board of Control

Margaret Williamson
Chair, CIAC Girls Basketball Committee

Dave Maloney
Girls Basketball Tournament Director

On behalf of the 2017-2018 CIAC Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball Committees we would like to welcome all of you to the Mohegan Sun for this 
weekend’s state boys’ and girls’ basketball finals. Along with an exciting weekend of basketball with nine championships culminating 
three weeks of Tournament action the Committee is happy to honor an illustrious group that have given numerous years of service to 
both boys’ and girls’ basketball in Connecticut: Mark Scozzafava , IAABBO Board #7, Official; Bill Vasaturo , IAABBO Board #9, Official; 
Norb Fahey, Maloney High School, Retired Boys Basketball Coach; Kathy Rusch, South Windsor High School, Retired Girls Basketball 
Coach; John Holt, Contributor, Reporter; Linda Wooster , Contributor, Historian. And finally former coach, athletic director and Principal 
of East Hampton High School John Fidler, who is being recognized with the Tournament Dedication Award.

The basketball committee is thrilled to continue our relationship with Mohegan Sun which has helped create an atmosphere and venue for 
our finals that is second-to-none and is why we elected to honor their commitment to the CIAC with this year’s Tournament Dedication. 
We know the players, fans, and coaches will provide competition that is equal to this wonderful setting. Along with establishing a set of 
eligibility standards and a code of ethics that has enabled us to administer our competition in a fair and equitable manner the basketball 
committee stress the importance of sportsmanship from all those taking part in this weekend’s festivities. Please support this effort by 
supporting the players, officials and coaches in a positive manner and cheering for your team not against the opponents. 

The eighteen teams gathered here this weekend have survived the rigors of tournament play and deserve a great deal of credit for their
achievements. Nine teams will be declared state champions, but we wish to think of all teams as champions for what they have gained
playing this year. We are very proud of them all and salute the dedication and sacrifices they have made throughout this season and their
entire careers.

The basketball committees would like to sincerely congratulate all of the athletes who will be participating in this weekend’s
championship games and wish to extend our gratitude to the hard-working members of both basketball committees, our tournament
directors Jiggs Cecchini and Dave Maloney, our generous neutral-site hosts for earlier rounds, the staff at the CIAC and our hosts at
Mohegan Sun.

Enjoy the finals.
Margaret Williamson & Anthony “Butch” Azzara
Chairs, CIAC Girls and Boys Basketball Committees

Robert “Jiggs” Cecchini
Boys Basketball Tournament Director

CIAC BOARD OF CONTROL
Officers
Chair: Anthony Azzara, Sacred Heart High School, Waterbury

Vice Chair: Sheila Riffle, Old Saybrook High School

Secretary: Matt Ryan, East Hartford High School

Treasurer: Beth Smith, Shelton High School

Class Representatives
L:   Erin Clark, Enfield High School
L:   Janice Saam, Naugatuck High School
M:   Mike Barile, Valley Reg. High School, Deep River
M:   David Telesca, Kaynor Tech. High School, Waterbury
S:   Daniel Moleti, Bloomfield High School
S:   Jose Martinez, Housatonic Valley Reg. High School, Falls Village

At-large:   Dave Tanner, E.O. Smith High School, Storrs

Eligibility Committee
Chair/AP At-large:   Linda Iacobellis, AP, Manchester High School
L:      Anna Mahon, Amity Reg. High School, Woodbridge      
M:             Neil Rinaldi, Ellington High School
S: Edward Keleher, East Windsor High School
At-large:   Uyi Osunde, Windsor High School
At-large:   Drew DiPippo, Canton High School
At-large:   William Thompson, New London High School

CIAC Executive Staff
Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director
Gregg Simon, Associate Executive Director
Joseph Tonelli, CIAC Executive Staff
Robert Lehr, CIAC Executive Staff
Matt Fischer, Director of Technology Services
Stephanie Ford, Director of Marketing
MaryLee Weber, Director of Marketing
Joel Cookson, Director of Media & Sports Information



CIAC 2018 Dedication Award

John Fidler

John Fidler was the consummate educator over the course of his life, 
supporting all students through a variety of roles from the classroom 
and administrative offices, to the athletic courts and fields. His legacy 
is reflected in the outpouring of emotion and love demonstrated by 
the East Hampton community upon his passing in July of last year.

A Connecticut native, John was born in Hartford in 1957 as the son of 
John and Nellie Fidler. He grew up in South Windsor where, in an early 
indication of the passions that would define his career, he excelled 
academically and athletically. He was an All-League basketball player at 
South Windsor as well as a National Honor Society member. His impact 
and achievements were recently recognized with his induction into the 
South Windsor High School Sports Hall of Fame.

John was a graduate of the University of Connecticut where he earned 
degrees in special education and administration. He also was a 
founding member of the UConn Ultimate Frisbee Team, a club sport 
that is still going strong nearly 40 years later.

He then made his mark as a member of the East Hampton school district, serving in countless roles over the 
course of his 27-year career and impacting innumerable students in each of his positions. He began in East 
Hampton as a special education teacher serving in that role for fourteen years. He then moved to East 
Hampton Middle School, first as assistant principal, then principal. Finally, in 2011, John assumed the position 
of principal at East Hampton High School, a position he held until his passing. His work at East Hampton 
Middle School was recognized by CAS-CIAC with selection as Outstanding First Year Principal.

While John made his way through various teaching and leadership positions, he was never far from his passion 
for athletics. He was a highly successful basketball and soccer coach at the high school, and also assumed the 
position of athletic director for five years. He was an ardent advocate for the value of athletics and all 
interscholastic programs and had great respect for the mission of the CIAC to promote athletic participation.

John was a highly active individual and could often be found pursuing his passion for mountain biking, hiking, 
or camping during his free time.

John’s death was a devastating loss to the school district and the entire East Hampton community. It was 
estimated that more than 1,500 people paid their respects at his wake held at the high school. And, this past 
January, the road leading to the recently-renovated high school was officially renamed “John Fidler Way” and 
a memorial plaque was placed at the school.

John Fidler was an individual with an intense passion for students, education, and athletics who demonstrated 
throughout his life and career the positive impact a committed leader can have. The CIAC Boys and Girls 
Basketball Committees are thrilled to honor John Fidler with the CIAC Boys & Girls Basketball Dedication 
Award.









Sacred Heart Hearts Notre Dame – Fairfield Lancers





Amity Spartans Immaculate Mustangs





Hall Warriors Mercy Tigers









Avon Falcons Waterford Lancers





RHAM Sachems Farmington Indians



CIAC
Officials’

Association

Have you 
been thinking 

about becoming 
a high school 
sports official?

WE
NEED YOU!

For More Info on  

ALL SPORTS

go to www.ciacsports.com

Click on Officials Or 

Call Joe Tonelli 

(203) 250-1111

http://www.ciacsports.com/


2017-18 CIAC BASKETBALL COMMITTEES

Boys Basketball Committee

Administrators
Anthony “Butch” Azzara, Sacred Heart High School, Waterbury - Chair

Edward Malizia, AP, Rocky Hill High School
Andrew DiPippo, Canton High School

Neal Curland, AP, Stonington High School
Joe Arcarese, Fitch High School, Groton

Frank Rossi, Clinton Public Schools

Coaches
Nick Augelli, Crosby High School

Reggie Tucker, Classical Magnet High School, Hartford
Gregg Hunt, Wamogo Reg. High School, Litchfield

Howie Hewitt, Maloney High School, Meriden
John DeGennaro, Masuk High School, Monroe

Consultants
Robert Cecchini, East Granby – Tournament Director
Tom Murray, Branford – Asst. Tournament Director

Rich Hadden, Farmington
Dave Schulz, Fairfield 
Dan Scavone, Hamden

Len Corto, New Britain High School - CAAD
Kevin Burke, Bacon Academy, Colchester - CAAD

Girls Basketball Committee

Administrators
Margaret Williamson, St. Mary School, Simsbury - Chair

Dan Sullivan, South Windsor High School 
Vin DeNuzzo, East Haven

Coaches
Amanda Forcucci, Hamden High School

Shaun Russell, East Hampton High School
Tim Kohs, Mercy High School, Middletown

Vin Cianfarani, Tolland High School

Consultants
Dave Maloney, CAS-CIAC – Tournament Director

Robert Cecchini, East Granby
Tom Murray, Branford High School

Norm DeMartino, East Haven
Tony Lopes – Tolland – Officials

Brian Fell, Woodland Reg. High School, Beacon Falls – CAAD
Joe Canzanella, New Haven - CAAD





Kolbe Cathedral Cougars Rocky Hill Terriers





Career Panthers East Haven Yellowjackets





Cromwell PanthersWamogo Warriors





Coginchaug Blue Devils SMSA Tigers
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The Connecticut Association of Schools is proud to partner 

with the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s 

Highway Safety Office. The goal of the Connecticut 

Highway Safety Program is to prevent roadway fatalities 

and injuries as a result of crashes related to driver behavior.

For the 2017-2018 high school athletic season, the Highway 

Safety Office will bring their ‘Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over’ 

and ‘One Text or Call Could Wreck it All’ messaging to state 

tournament games. We hope that by encouraging all 

athletes, families, fans and the entire community to drive 

sober and without distraction that we can help keep drivers 

and passengers safe and encourage responsible driving 

behavior.


